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Definitions  
  
For the purposes of this charter:  
  
Adaptation means the process(es) of modifying a place for a compatible use while retaining its cultural 

heritage value.  Adaptation processes include alteration and addition.    
  
Authenticity means the credibility or truthfulness of the surviving evidence and knowledge of the cultural 

heritage value of a place.  Relevant evidence includes form and design, substance and fabric, 
technology and craftsmanship, location and surroundings, context and setting, use and function, 
traditions, spiritual essence, and sense of place, and includes tangible and intangible values.  
Assessment of authenticity is based on identification and analysis of relevant evidence and 
knowledge, and respect for its cultural context.  

  
Compatible use means a use which is consistent with the cultural heritage value of a place, and which 

has little or no adverse impact on its authenticity and integrity.  
  
Connected people means any groups, organisations, or individuals having a sense of association with or 

responsibility for a place of cultural heritage value.  
  
Conservation means all the processes of understanding and caring for a place so as to safeguard its 

cultural heritage value.  Conservation is based on respect for the existing fabric, associations, 
meanings, and use of the place. It requires a cautious approach of doing as much work as 
necessary but as little as possible, and retaining authenticity and integrity, to ensure that the 
place and its values are passed on to future generations.  

  
Conservation plan means an objective report which documents the history, fabric, and cultural heritage 

value of a place, assesses its cultural heritage significance, describes the condition of the place, 
outlines conservation policies for managing the place, and makes recommendations for the 
conservation of the place.  

  
Contents means moveable objects, collections, chattels, documents, works of art, and ephemera that are 

not fixed or fitted to a place, and which have been assessed as being integral to its cultural 
heritage value.  

  
Cultural heritage significance means the cultural heritage value of a place relative to other similar or 

comparable places, recognising the particular cultural context of the place.  
  
Cultural heritage value/s means possessing aesthetic, archaeological, architectural, commemorative, 

functional, historical, landscape, monumental, scientific, social, spiritual, symbolic, technological, 
traditional, or other tangible or intangible values, associated with human activity.  

  
 Cultural landscapes means an area possessing cultural heritage value arising from the relationships 

between people and the environment.  Cultural landscapes may have been designed, such as 
gardens, or may have evolved from human settlement and land use over time, resulting in a 
diversity of distinctive landscapes in different areas. Associative cultural landscapes, such as 
sacred mountains, may lack tangible cultural elements but may have strong intangible cultural 
or spiritual associations.  

  
Documentation means collecting, recording, keeping, and managing information about a place and its 

cultural heritage value, including information about its history, fabric, and meaning; information 
about decisions taken; and information about physical changes and interventions made to the 
place.  

  
Fabric means all the physical material of a place, including subsurface material, structures, and interior 

and exterior surfaces including the patina of age; and including fixtures and fittings, and gardens 
and plantings.    

  
Hapu means a section of a large tribe of the tangata whenua.  
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Intangible value means the abstract cultural heritage value of the meanings or associations of a place, 

including commemorative, historical, social, spiritual, symbolic, or traditional values.  
  
Integrity means the wholeness or intactness of a place, including its meaning and sense of place, and all 

the tangible and intangible attributes and elements necessary to express its cultural heritage 
value.  

  
Intervention means any activity that causes disturbance of or alteration to a place or its fabric.  Intervention 

includes archaeological excavation, invasive investigation of built structures, and any intervention 
for conservation purposes.    

  
Iwi means a tribe of the tangata whenua.  
  
Kaitiakitanga means the duty of customary trusteeship, stewardship, guardianship, and protection of land, 

resources, or taonga.  
  
Maintenance means regular and on-going protective care of a place to prevent deterioration and to 

retain its cultural heritage value.  
  
Matauranga means traditional or cultural knowledge of the tangata whenua.  
  
Non-intervention means to choose not to undertake any activity that causes disturbance of or alteration 

to a place or its fabric.   
  
Place means any land having cultural heritage value in New Zealand, including areas; cultural  

landscapes; buildings, structures, and monuments; groups of buildings, structures, or monuments; 
gardens and plantings; archaeological sites and features; traditional sites; sacred places; 
townscapes and streetscapes; and settlements.  Place may also include land covered by water, 
and any body of water.  Place includes the setting of any such place.    

  
Preservation means to maintain a place with as little change as possible.  
  
Reassembly means to put existing but disarticulated parts of a structure back together.   
  
Reconstruction means to build again as closely as possible to a documented earlier form, using new 

materials.  
  
Recording means the process of capturing information and creating an archival record of the fabric and 

setting of a place, including its configuration, condition, use, and change over time.  
  
Reinstatement means to put material components of a place, including the products of reassembly, back 

in position.  
  
Repair means to make good decayed or damaged fabric using identical, closely similar, or otherwise 

appropriate material.  
  
Restoration means to return a place to a known earlier form, by reassembly and reinstatement, and/or by 

removal of elements that detract from its cultural heritage value.  
  
Setting means the area around and/or adjacent to a place of cultural heritage value that is integral to  

its function, meaning, and relationships. Setting includes the structures, outbuildings, features, 
gardens, curtilage, airspace, and accessways forming the spatial context of the place or used in 
association with the place.  Setting also includes cultural landscapes, townscapes, and 
streetscapes; perspectives, views, and viewshafts to and from a place; and relationships with 
other places which contribute to the cultural heritage value of the place.  Setting may extend 
beyond the area defined by legal title, and may include a buffer zone necessary for the 
longterm protection of the cultural heritage value of the place.  

  


